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potency over valets, over legions, treasure-vaults and dim millions mostly blockhead: a spark of Heaven's own lucency, a gleam from the Eternities (in small measure);—which becomes extremely noticeable when the Uance is over, when your tallow-dips and wax-lights are burnt-out, and the brawl of the night is gone to bed.
CHAPTER   II
PEEl?   AT   VOLTAIRE  AND   HIS DIVINE  EMILIE   (BY CANDLELIGHT)   IN   THE  TIDE  OF   EVENTS
PUBLIC European affairs require little remembrance; the War burning well to leeward of us henceforth. A huge world of smoky chaos; the special fires of it, if there be anything of fire, are all the more clear far in the distance. Of which sort, and of which only, the reader is to have notice. Marechal de Saxe,—King Louis oftenest personally there, to give his name and countenance to things done,—is very glorious in the Netherlands; captures, sometimes by surprisal, place after place (beautiful surprisal of Brussels last winter); with sieges of Antwerp, Mons, Charleroi, victoriously following upon Brussels: and, before the end of 1746, he is close upon Holland itself; intent on having Namur and Maestricht; for which the poor Sea-Powers, with a handful of Austrians, fight two Battles, and are again beaten both times.1 A glorious, ever-victorious Mare"chal; and has an Army very ' high-toned,1 in more than one sense: indeed, I think, one of the loudest-toned Armies ever on the field before. Loud not with well-served Artillery alone, but with playactor
1 i°. Battle of Roucoux, nth October 1746; Prince Karl commanding, English talcing mainly the stress of fight,—Saxe having already outwitted poor Karl, and got Namur. 2°. Battle of Lawfelt, or Lauffeld, called also of Val, 2d of July 1747 ; Royal Highness of Cumberland commanding (and taking most of the stress; Ligonier made prisoner, etc.),—Dutch fighting ill, and Bathyani and his Austrians hardly in the fire at all.